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Love Is a Strange Thing! 
Love is a strange thing—at least J have found 
it so; and the article ‘Don't Try to Get Mar- 
ried’ in this month's HIS was very enlighten- 
ing! Jam a student just 21, and J have experi 
what Charles Stilwell was talking 
about; believe me, he knows what be is talk 
ing about. This article is ‘super-duper-colos 
sal.’ J carried the magazine around with me 


enced 


at school and read it to lots of my friends or 
shoved it under their noses. Every Christian 
young person should have it to read! All 
through the article J expected to find my name 
in print, because it was so personal to me 
Thanks loads to Charles Stilwell and to that 
great little magazine HIS. By the way, J think 
that the name ‘His’ is very good, because the 
magazine is for young people—and WE are 
His! 
Los Angeles cK. 
- 
Waiting for Invasion Day 
This week J have received the last three issues 
of HIS. They do bring such a blessing to my 
giving messages that J 
time of need. Looking forward to that day 
when He shall come... 
England 


heart, need in this 


Pfc. Orville Wright 
* + 
Wheaton College 
Wheaton College, Wheaton College 
ton College. 
for just one issue? Do they pay you for the 
advertising? Get 
change 
Chicago C. Studd 
Dear Sir: Your manuscript was not en- 


closed.—€ds. 


Whea 
. Can't you skip that place 
writers, for a 


some other 


+ » 
Aid in Witnessing 

Recently J ‘baited’ my desk with a copy of 
HIS, and all three of the fellows who hap 
pened in during the next half-hour picked ii 
up and scanned through it. Your attractive 
covers, good quality paper and interesting lit 
erary style pay dividends. 

Army Air Base Lt. Alfred S. White 
Hammer Field, Fresno, Calif. 


His at Oxford 


Incidentally, you might be interested that 
copies of HIS J took along to the recent Brit 
ish student conference at Oxford [see story 
on page 25] created comment. Several people 
would like to receive it. One other request J 
received was from a young lady of Cambridge 
University, who would like a ‘‘pen-pal”’ in the 
J. V. C. F. She is planning to do elementary 
school-teaching. Perhaps you will know of 


someone interested 


England David E. Falconer 


HIS in Church 


J have sent HIS to two boys whom J used to 
teach. One is expecting to be a minister, like 
his Dad. He truly bas taken our 
house by storm. Dad has used several of the 


says, ‘Jt 


and J have a terrible 
time making him leave the magazines at home 
instead of taking them to his office.’ J think 
that is a good ad for you 


Washington, D. C 


articles in his sermons 


Clara H. Burroughs 


PICTURE CREDITS 
Cover and page 20 by Harold L. Phillips. Page 15, 
Acme Newsphoto. Others by staff photographers. 
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Fox Hole 
Postscript 


Reprinted from the Daily Nortb- 
western, Northwestern University 
by Edythe Falk and Jacqueline Judge 


. last hour of freedom. And then 
a prison camp from which he may 
never return. An American soldier in a 
tattered, khaki uniform sits on a hill be- 
tween two oceans. To his right is the 
broad Pacific and home. To his left is 
Bataan. It is those last few moments be- 
fore the Stars and Stripes go down and 
the Rising Sun goes up... . 


... “Is there something I should be- 
lieve in—something bigger than myself 
—something that will keep me living and 
hoping? Home is far away . . . maybe 
if | had gone to church, I would believe 
in God. I wish I could believe in Him.” 

Is this what they meant when they 
said “there are no atheists in the fox- 
holes of Bataan”? If it is, we don’t want 
any of it. Is this what they mean when 
they say we are having a revival of re- 
ligion? 

War always brings changes. There is 
a return to spiritualism, magic numbers, 
crystal balls, yogaism, evangelism, and 
all the hocus-pocus so much in demand 
by people who would like to see into the 
dim, dark beyond. 

There are some who say that we were 
a generation of disenchanted, disillu- 
sioned people. Now we are going to be 
changed suddenly into true believers— 
like the boy in Bataan. The war has 
brought us faith, they say. 


Those of us who believe that there are 





In major disagreement with much of this sig- 
nificant article, HIS believes that the author has 
said some things that need saying. But the real 
point at issue for HIS readers is not whether there 
are atheists in foxholes, but that there are athe- 
ists on university campuses who believe they 
have thought through their problem and have 
arrived at the only reasonable position. Are 
Christian students ready to demonstrate by their 
lives the reality of the power of the living Christ? 





, 


even now a few atheists in foxholes are 
looked upon with scorn. We are out of 
step with everyone who is dashing off to 
find himself the words of a Christian, 
Jewish or Mohammedan God. “The old 


religion is the best religion.” 


But to you we say, “Is it the old reli- 
gion we want, or a new system of eth- 
ics?” 

The person who gets his ‘‘religion”’ in 
a sudden flash of divine inspiration will 
lose it just as quickly. Once it’s lost, 
then blind, bitter reaction, such as we 
had after the last war, takes the place 
of prayer and meditation. 


For those who can find security and 
values in the old, established forms of 
religion—fine. But we must not forget 
the vast numbers who cannot, who do 
not believe in a God. For the boy in 
Bataan, for us there is a system of val- 
ues, a code of ethics, and nothing else. 


We, the world, must have this system 
of values to live by to remain human. 
If we don’t have them our society, our 
civilization dies. 

Let’s not kill our chances for holding 
that now-shaking society together by 
burying our heads in the sand of mouth- 
ings we do not believe. An unbelieving 
faith is no faith at all. Let’s be sure that 




































this religious revival is a return to val- 
ues, not to mere structural forms. Let 
it not be like Hemingway’s hero. 
“While the bombardment was knock- 
ing the trench to pieces at Fossalata, he 
lay very flat and sweated and prayed. 
.. . Dear Jesus, please get me out... . 
If you'll only keep me from getting killed 





I'll do anything you say. I believe in 
you and I'll tell everyone in the world 
that you are the only one that matters. 

. . In the morning the sun came up 
and the next day was hot and muggy 
and cheerful and quiet. The next night 
back at Mestre he did not tell the girl. 
. And he never told anybody.” 


SSC 


Here’s a Party That Really Worked 


I 


RANA 


by Tom Moffett and Ted Otteson, Central Michigan College 


“Blitz of the Frankfurts,”’ enjoyed by 

about 110 Central Michigan College stu- 
dents last month, was felt by Central’s Inter- 
Varsity group to have been a very effective 
way to interest fellow-students in the Fellow- 
ship and in Christ. 


Planning and praying, with emphasis on 
the latter, were begun five weeks before the 
zero hour. Invitatiorls were sent to about 50 
students who were especially on the hearts 
of Inter-Varsity members. 


Gathering in three separate groups early in 
the evening, the attackers converged on the 
battleground after a half-hour march. A few 
short and speedy games, such as Flying 
Dutchman, Streets and Alleys and a relay 
race, provided plenty of appetite for the 
frankfurters and pop. 


As darkness deepened, and the last hot 
dogs were sizzling over the small fires, the 
big campfire was lit. Its blaze drew everyone 
around for a series of old campfire songs, 
closing with “Oh, Tell Me Why.” The chair- 
man of the picnic said a few frank words 
about the desire of the Inter-Varsity chapter 
to overcome any impression of unfriendliness, 
and invited all to the weekly Bible study 





meetings. As a fitting close to an evening 
around a fire, he introduced a student who 
assumed the ancient storyteller’s role and 
gripped the attention of all with the vivid 
account of Werner Moelders, a Nazi air ace. 


While Christians were praying, the narra- 
tor told of the tough Nazi’s realization that 
faith in God was the only thing that could 
save him. The powerful strains of “A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God,” sung by a male quartet 
outside the campfire circle, emphasized the 
adequacy of this faith, and the storyteller 
concluded with a brief and appealing outline 
of the way to God through Christ. 


The stillness continued as the quartet sang 
“When You Know Jesus, Too,’ and a brief 
prayer expressed the desire that each one 
there might know Him. As the picnickers left, 
there was neither gloomy solemnity nor forced 
hilarity, but a spirit of natural friendliness 
prevailed. 


Throughout the evening, and in the days 
of preparation, the power of prayer was won- 
derfully apparent, as temporary difficulties 
and unforeseen obstacles disappeared or be- 
came stepping stones to something far better 
than what had been planned. 





How to Find Time 





by Harold E. Davenport, Jr., Harvard College, ’44 


N element of college life is coveted 

quite so highly by the conscien- 
tious student as is time, the scarce factor 
of all activity, which seems to be no re- 
specter of persons in its elusiveness. This 
problem hits the Christian student even 
harder than the non-Christian, because 
he has a standing assignment from his 
Lord—though he may not be aware of 
it. That is why the Christian student is 
committing sin if he lets his life become 
cluttered up with duties and recreations 
which, though legitimate in themselves, 


are unnecessary. 





What About Sunday Study? 


Studying on Sunday, for instance. 

I wonder if Christ’s exhortation “Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness” does not apply here. | 
realize that a good many Christian stu- 
dents feel that, in the final analysis, they 
can make their lives count more for 
Christ by studying seven days a week 
than six. I quote no authorities to chal- 
lenge this, except the testimony of per- 
sonal experience in my own life and the 
lives of friends, which evidence may not 
be conclusive. I would like to testify that 
when I entered Harvard I decided to 
keep Sunday free from school work. The 
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One has a choice of leaving the table 
immediately following 
spending a_ half-hour 
friends. 




























the meal or 
talking with 


Lord’s Day has meant more to me since 
then than it ever meant before. To me it 
represents a day of complete change, 
entirely separate from the other six days 
of the week; a time of rest and relaxa- 
tion free from the rush of life and the 
demands of studies. 

I know many students who would like 
to confine their studying to six days, but 
feel such a change would be impossible 
in their peculiar situations. | wonder if 
they really believe the words of the One 
who said, “The things which are impos- 
sible with men are possible with God,” 
and, “All things are possible to him that 
believeth.” And I don’t think such prac- 
tical problems as “lack of time” are ex- 
cluded: We engineers are pretty prac- 
tical people, and Jd like to testify to the 
fact that the Christian who feels be can 
serve Christ better by laying aside bis 
school books on Sunday can, with-the 
Lord's belp, rearrange his weekly sched- 
ule and, through utilizing wasted mo- 


6 


Most of us spend more time than we need 
to, just lounging around. A certain 
amount of “fellowship” is fine, but we 
need to discipline ourselves. 


ments, do in six days what be previously 
accomplished in seven. For the doubtful 
Christian, Romans 14:5-9 is recom- 
mended. 

The first and by far the most practical 
step in rearranging one’s schedule is to 
seek the guidance of Him with whom 
“one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day.” A daily pe- 
tition should be that our lives and work 
might be so efficiently organized that no 
God-given opportunity for service will 
be slighted. We should allow Him to 
revolutionize our daily schedule to con- 
form to His system. 

Then analyze your daily schedule by 
listing the necessary time-absorbing du- 
ties with which you are faced. Essen- 
tially they are: eating; sleeping; bodily 
exercise and recreation; study; Chris- 
tian service and meditation; and, in some 
cases, part-time employment. 

Now, carefully and honestly think 
through your day to see where you may 













































be wasting time needed elsewhere. 


Employment—comparatively _ inflexi- 
ble in time-consumption. Or are you 
working more than you really need to— 
because jobs are plentiful and wages 
good (make bay while the sun shines, 
you know )—and thus robbing the Lord? 


Eating time is flexible in that one has 
a choice of leaving the table immediately 
following the meal or spending a half- 
hour talking with friends. The tendency 
with us all is to seek more time for fel- 
lowship with one another than for fel- 
lowship with Him or for witnessing; and 
until we actually purpose in our hearts 
to use our spare time to definitely ad- 
vance His kingdom, it is pure selfishness 
on our part to ask His aid. 


Some students make sleeping and ex 
ercising more or less flexible, but I find 
them to bear so directly on my efficiency 
in everything else that I make them 
“fixed factors” in my own schedule. 
Here again is a purely individual prob- 
lem with which every student must ex- 
periment till he finds his own most effi- 
cient “scale of preference.” But it never 
pays to get out of shape physically, in- 
juring the Holy Spirit’s temple (1 Cor. 
3:16). 

The question of the amount and sort 
of recreation, other than bodily exer- 
cise, necessary for a well-rounded Chris- 
tian life is a disputable one. Enough to 
say that the Christian who can be com- 
panionable with non-Christian students, 
and yet find satisfactory relaxation with 
other Christians at Christian gatherings 
and in Christian service, has the decided 
advantage, from the standpoint of time, 
over the Christian who finds fellowship 
with other Christians insufficient to meet 


Efficiency in studying demands regular 
exercise. It never pays to get out of shape 
physically. 


his needs for recreation. 

What about Christian service and 
meditation? Some Christians argue that 
these should not be flexible, but surely 
there is no harm in studying our Bibles 
a little more one day than the next, or 
witnessing more one day, if the oppor- 
tunity presents itself, than on the follow- 
ing day. The danger to guard against, 
of course, is that the time spent in this 
classification does not vary right down 
to zero on some days. The old suqges- 
tion of having a regular time and place 
for daily devotions is not a bad one, J 
think; and, still better, set aside two 
times—say, immediately after rising and 











The Christian who can be companionable with non-Christian stu- 
dents, and yet find satisfactory relaxation with other Christians at 
Christian gatherings, has a decided advantage. 


rigbt after dinner, before beginning the 
evening's study, 

As to opportunities for witnessing— 
well, just pray and leave that in His 
hands. | find that if I pray in faith, be- 
lieving, the opportunities do come—and 
often they come at the busiest moment 
of the day, and it’s not always easy to 
throw other things aside and make room 
for the Lord to step in. At such times it 
is well to remember that He is sending 
you to college primarily to glorify Him. 





“And what about studying?” you may 
ask. “I suppose you just leave that to the 
Lord, too!” The exclamation is not quite 
so foolish as it at first sounds. It is sur- 
prising how many Christians never both- 
er to seek the Lord’s guidance in such 
important tasks as school work; just as 


if God were not actually interested in 
that phase of our lives. After all, the 
amount of time we spend on His work 
is inversely proportional to the time we 
need to spend puzzling over some school 
assignment. Then, too, we as Christians 
hope that by being well trained in our 
chosen professions we can exert an in- 
fluence some day which will bring others 
to see that business and professional men 
and women like ourselves need the Sav- 
iour as much as anyone else. These are 
two very good reasons for taking Christ 
into our school work. 

Though it is difficult to attack the 
problem of studying in a general way, 
it might well be said that we are all 
guilty of a good deal of inefficiency, 
which can be eliminated with God’s help 


if we have a definite reason for wanting 
to study efficiently—and that reason is 
supplied by our desire to spend move 
time serving Him. Do not misinterpret 
my statement as advocating that school 
work be done in a slipshod manner, but 
rather in all thoroughness, climincting 
waste of time due to failure to concen 
trate. 

These considerations have been pre- 
sented by the author because of a deep- 
seated conviction that the happiest 





Christian life is the service-full life, and 
because of a strong conviction that a 
Christian need not postpone that life till 
he has finished college. So, instead of 
perverting the words of the Psalmist all 
our college days with a dismayed “Re- 
member how short my time is,” let us 
together strive to say with Paul, “His 
grace which was bestowed upon me was 
not in vain; but I labored more abun- 
dantly than they all: yet not I, but the 
grace of God which was with me.” 





Dean Mothen and Dad 





This very personal letter was written by an Inter-Varsity chap- 
ler member to his parents. He mailed it in time to reach home 
a few hours after he left for induction into the armed forces. 
He says some things all of us wish we knew bow to say lo 


our own Mothers and Dads. 


—— 


iy" Mother and Father, 

You are probably feeling as if the 
bottom had fallen out of our universe for 
the time being, as I am; but for me it is 
easier, because I am going through new 
experiences and coming up against prob- 
lems which relieve the strain of loneli- 
ness. 

You might call this a letter of comfort, 
but I prefer to call it a letter of thanks; 
thanks to you both for the necessities of 
life, the luxuries, the privileges and the 
opportunities which you have unselfishly 
given, times without number. And I want 
to thank you especially for the little 
things which we children so often failed 
to appreciate as they came along which 
made our home the place it was. I can 


never tell you what it has all meant to us. 
For those times when I, especially, have 
failed you so miserably, | pause to beg 
forgiveness. 

And this is what I really want to tell 
you—how wonderful it has been to be 
raised always in a Christian atmosphere 
and to have known Him who died that 
we might live; not living for ourselves, 
but living a life dedicated to Him and to 
His work. As 7 leave home today for a 
sbort while, J know that my life and 
plans and future are being cared for by 
Him, and that wherever the next few 
months may find me J will always be 
under the shadow of His protecting love. 

How I long that others might have 
the same love and hope and joy and 
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peace He gives so freely and wonder- 
fully to His children! I sometimes won- 
der if I can stay away from full-time 
Christian work. The thought of millions 
dying every year without hope, without 
Him, without Heaven, appalls me. We 
have a wonderful Saviour to proclaim to 
a lost world, and so please don't weaken 
the testimony by worrying about my 
safety; and if you must needs worry, 
please, above all, don’t let others know 
of your concern. 

There is really nothing to be con- 
cerned about, for God will take care as 
He has promised; will give me health 
and strength to pull through; will give 
you strength and courage to go through 
any period of darkness, of silence, dan- 
gers or fear. So please keep your heads 
high as you always have, that we may 
show others that our faith is not in vain. 
Don’t fail Him when He has promised: 


“Moment by moment I'm kept in His love, 
Moment by moment J've life from above 
Looking to Jesus till glory doth shine 
Moment by moment, O Lord, J am Thine.” 


In closing, | want to give you my 


covenant; it’s not original: “Lord, J give 
up all my own plans and purposes, all 
my own desires and bopes, and accept 
Thy will for my life. J give myself, my 
life, my all, utterly to Thee to be Thine 
forever, Fill me and seal me with Thy 
Holy Spirit. Use me as Thou wilt, send 
me where Thou wilt; work out Thy 
whole will in my life at any cost, now 
and forever.” 

If God be for us, who can be against 
us? There may be times in the next few 
months when it will be difficult to keep 
in touch with each other, but whenever 
possible I will write, giving as many de- 
tails as will be expedient without putting 
in jeopardy my life or the lives of the 
men with whom I must associate. There 
is little | can do but pray and love, and 
you know I will do both always. 


May God bless and keep you now and 
forever; and from the bottom of my 
heart I thank you far more than I can 
ever hope to tell you. 

With all my love, 

Your devoted son, 
JOHN 


ea 


GET A JOB IN TIMBUCTOO 


by Carl D. Armerding 


[' is now nearly 2,000 years ago since 
the Lord Jesus said to His disciples, 
“Lift up your eyes, and look on the 
fields; for they are white already to har- 
vest.” The fields of which He spoke are 
not necessarily geographical units such 
as Africa and China. There are other 
kinds of fields; which cut across geo- 
graphical lines. To Peter He committed 
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the work among the Jews, whereas Paul’s 
ministry was mainly among the Gentiles 
(Gal. 2:7, 8). 

Some today have found their field 
among the illiterate. They sow in the 
schoolroom, and sometimes reap from 
the teacher’s desk. Then again, there is 
that noble army of evangelists who go 
out into the highways and byways 


preaching Christ to the poor and to any 
and all who will stop to listen. By word 
of mouth as well as by the printed page, 
in song and story, they publish the glad 
tidings that “Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.” 

But there is another field—the “better 
where very little reaping has 
been done. They are better educated 
than most of their fellow-citizens and 
for the most part enjoy a higher standard 
of living., These very advantages have 
raised a barrier between them and others 
which makes it difficult, if not impossi- 
ble, for them to accept an invitation to 
attend the ordinary gospel meeting. They 
hesitate to mingle with the “lower class- 
es” in a country where class distinctions 
are sharply drawn. And they are apt to 
think that the gospel which we bring is 
only for the poor and the illiterate, be- 
cause so much of our missionary effort 
is directed toward these classes, Like all 
of us, they are proud by nature. In con- 
versation with them we are apt to dis- 
cover that they have an aversion to the 
missionary because they look upon him 
as a professional, paid to get converts. 

How to reach these upper classes con- 
stitutes a real missionary problem. 

Nevertheless, we believe that the 
Word of God furnishes the answer. 
When the apostle Paul invaded Corinth 
with the gospel, he did an unexpected 


classes,” 


Dr. Armerding was a missionary in Honduras 
before being forced home by ill health to 
work for many years among Mexicans, Jn- 
dians and whites in the Southwest. He gradu- 
ated from the University of Mexico during 
this period, with the unique privilege of 
preaching the baccalaureate sermon to his 
own graduating class. Dr. Armerding is at 
present a member of the extension staff of the 
Moody Bible Institute. 


thing. He used his secular training and 
experience—for he was a tentmaker by 
trade—as a means of contacting others 
with the gospel. He found two other 
tentmakers there, and, evidently because 
of common interesst, he was able to live 
and work with them and use this contact 
to win them to Christ. The blessed re- 
sults of that contact are attested by the 
frequent and favorable references to 
Aquila and Priscilla which we find in 
other parts of the New Testament. Paul 
credits them (Rom. 16:4) with having 
laid down their necks for his life. And it 
all started when he made his home with 
them in Corinth because “he was of the 
same craft.” 


I am inclined to believe that we have, 
in this action of the apostle, an illustra- 
tion of a very important bit of mission- 
ary practice. And it may be that some 
reader of these lines, who yearns to be 
used of the Lord in the salvation of 
precious souls, may find that he can fol- 
low the same course by using on the for- 
eign field that “craft” for which he was 
trained in college or elsewhere. 


If the Lord tarry, there is no doubt 
that there will be many doors of service 
open to Christian men and women who 
are qualified to enter them. They will 
probably find that if they go out as scien- 
tists, teachers, engineers, etc., their entry 
into foreign countries will be much easier 
than if they try to enter as professional 
missionaries. 

Paul was made all things to all men 
that he might save some. And the Judg- 
ment Seat of Christ alone will reveal 
what even one faithful witness can do 
in winning men to Christ as he witnesses 
to those “of the same craft” by living 
with them and working with them. 











Nothing is so dry as a dull Bible study group. Here are suggestions 
that can make the group you lead—or will lead—vital and fruitful. 


How to Lead a Bible Study Group 


by Paul F. Try 


p ERHAPS you are one of those favored 
few who are intellectual geniuses. No 
matter what you speak about, you can 
hold the attention of the listeners. With 
but a casual glance at a subject you have 
mastered all the details. Even the teach- 
ing of your Fellowship Bible Study group 
is something which you merely take in 
your stride. 

Or, maybe you don’t! 

Some of us are new at teaching. Oth- 
ers find it hard to develop the discussio. 
in such a way that it will challenge. Oth- 
ers are lazy and depend on the Lord 
to do all the work. 

Here are several practical suggestions 


to awaken us both mentally and spirit- 
ually to the greater teaching possibilities 
that lie hidden in all of us. 


To be a worthwhile teacher, one must 
first of all be a good student—one who 
reads and studies the Scriptures regular- 
ly. Don’t wait until late the night before 
your study group meets to get the first 
look at the lesson. True, that is a good 
time for a final review. But if all the 
study is neglected till then, teaching time 
usually finds you unprepared, which is 
unfair to you and to your group. 

Set yourself regular periods for lesson 
study. Ten or fifteen minutes a day may 
be sufficient. Let nothing short of calam- 


ity disturb you during this period of 
study—and you'll be surprised at the re- 
sults when the group next meets. 


But don’t stop with lesson study. Read 
several chapters from your Bible daily. 
Perhaps the best time is in the morning 
when your mind is at rest. Try to re- 
member what you read! Don’t specialize 
in any one book. Start at Genesis and 
read to the end of Revelation. Then start 
all over again. In a short time you will 
be amazed to learn how your Biblical 
knowledge has increased, making it so 
much easier for you to develop your line 
of thought for the presentation of the 
lesson. If you should fail to notice your 
own progress, your study group, | am 
sure, will not. 

And right now is a good time to re- 
mind every study leader not to forget 
the power of prayer. For it is the earnest, 
praying teacher who accomplishes the 
most. 


Pray as regularly as you study. Dwight 
L. Moody once remarked that he would 
rather be able to “pray like Daniel than 
to preach like Gabriel.” So if you really 
want to become a successful teacher, get 
the praying habit. Ask God to help you 
in your study of the lesson. Pray for 
yourself and for your class. 

“But,” someone asks, “wouldn't pray- 
er alone be sufficient? Why bother to 
study so hard?” 

No. Good as prayer is, it is not 
enough. Why expect God to help you if 
you are too lazy to make an effort to 
learn of Him? Remember, usually God 
does not do for you what you can do 
for yourself. Where your abilities end— 
there God begins. 

But if prayer alone is not enough, re- 
member, also, that after you have stud- 


ied your lesson thoroughly, there are 
still many things about it that you do not 
know. To learn these hidden things you 
must come to God in humble prayer for 
instruction and guidance. 


No, prayer alone is not enough. 


Neither will study alone accomplish 
the desired ends. 


Combine the two with a willingness 
to learn of Christ—and you have the 
making of an ideal teacher. Continue to 
practice them and you will find yourself 
becoming a different person. Your teach- 
ing will take on a note of authority. Your 
class will appreciate you more and more, 
and through them the whole campus will 


be touched. 


So let’s begin. Get your Bible, note- 
book, pencil. . . . Now you are at your 
desk and you turn to the chapter you are 
studying. 

A feeling of helplessness invades your 
mind. Something deep within you cries 
out for assistance. “God help me in my 
weakness,” you can well plead. 

.. . So you start reading. 


The very first verse is beyond your 
grasp. You read it over. Still not as clear 
as it should be. For a little while you 
sit in silent, prayerful meditation. Sud- 
denly the thought lives before you. How 
clearly the meaning is presented. More 
beautifully pictured than in any other 
book. What you sometimes forget is that 
God is answering your prayer for as- 
sistance. 

By now you are really becoming in- 
terested. Bible study is not nearly as 
dull as you had imagined. You read on. 
The main thought of the lesson reveals 
itself; grows more beautifully plain as 
you progress. 








But wait, here is something that you 
cannot grasp. Even meditation does not 
make it plain. Don’t give up. Look at the 
references in the margin. Track them 
down. Ah, now the meaning becomes 
clear. 

Forgetting all but this wonderful task 
which is yours, you read on. Suddenly 
you remember to glance at the clock. 
Why, you have been studying for over 


twenty minutes, and been thoroughly 


happy every moment of it. But there are 
other tasks pressing. 


Reluctantly close Bible, 
somewhat grieved that your time is so 
limited. Already you are looking for- 
ward to tomorrow evening and another 
period of helpful lesson study. But even 
you have no idea how surprised, yes, 
and delighted, your study group will be 
when they meet next Thursday. 


you your 
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DR. LUKE I$ RIGHT 


by foseph DP. Free, Ph. D. 


— there are mistakes in the Bible, 
and therefore I cannot accept it 
as the Word of God.” Have you ever 
received that answer from someone with 
whom you were talking? What did you 
answer? 


Modern archaeological discovery has 
provided us with a very definite answer 
to questions concerning the reliability of 
the Scriptures. We need to know these 
facts and to use them. For a practical 
demonstration of the application of 
these discoveries, let us take a passage 
of Scripture which was formerly held to 
be full of errors and see how archaeol- 
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ogy shows its validity. 

The Gospel of Luke tells us that at 
the time of the birth of Christ, Caesar 
Augustus sent out a decree that all the 
world should be taxed (Revised Version, 
“enrolled”, which included both census 
and taxing); Luke also says that this 
taxing was first made when Cyrenius 
was governor of Syria, and that every- 
one went to be taxed, each one to his 
own city (Luke 2:1-3). 

It was formerly believed that each of 
these statements was in error, and that 
Luke was mistaken in regard to (1) the 
existence of such an imperial census 


Dr. Free is a young hepta-linguist 
(Pb.D., Princeton University ‘35, at 
age 23), who now teaches Bible arch 
aeology at Wheaton College (see 
“Readers Say,” page 2). He has spent 
four summers in the Holy Land, lead 
ing several student expeditions there. 
He plans to return to Palestine as soon 
as possible to help with excavation of 
Solomon's Seaport. Dr. Free is Arch- 
aeological Editor of The Sunday School 
Times 
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and taxing (Luke 2:1), (2) Cyrenius 
being governor at that time (Luke 2:2), 
and (3) everyone having to go to his 
ancestral home (Luke 2:3). An instance 
of the scholarly skepticism which existed 
was shown by J. H. Moulton, a well- 
known New Testament scholar, when 
he made this comment on the second 
point given above, ‘Fifty years ago his- 
torians who read these words were 
forced to say that they contained almost 
as many mistakes as it was possible to 
get into two lines (Luke 2:2)” (J. H. 
Moulton, From Egyptian Rubbish Heaps, 
p. 20). 

What have the archaeological discov- 
eries shown concerning these supposed 
errors of Luke? 

During the last generation many pa 


pyrus documents have been excavated 
from the dry sands of Egypt. Several of 
them supply evidence to answer the ob- 
jection that there was no such enroll- 
ment as Luke indicates. 


These papyrus documents imply that 
there was such an enrollment every 14 
years; one of them, dated 175 A.D., 
refers to the enrollment of that year, 
and also refers back to the previous ones 
in 161 A.D. and 147 A.D. Another doc- 
ument dated in the reign of Nero refers 
to an enrollment which appears to have 
been that of 63 A.D., and even other 
papyri point to the one of 21 A.D., all 
of which fit into the fourteen year cycle 
as we work back to the time of the birth 
of Christ. 


Recently-discovered papyri such as this one, dug out of Oriental sands, reveal some 
facts that astonish those who accepted earlier pronouncements based on “what 
science says.” 











It is believed that the enrollment was 
inaugurated by Augustus, and that the 
first one was either in 22 B.C. or 8 B.C. 
(G. A. Barton, Archaeology and the 
Bible, 7th edition, p. 555). W. M. Ram- 
say, the New Testament scholar, believes 
that the census for 8 B.C. may have been 
delayed until 7 or 6 B.C. in Judea be- 
cause of Jewish prejudice (W. M. Ram- 
say, Was Christ Born at Bethlebem?, p. 
244). This would have been the census 
at the time that Christ was born, for it is 
commonly held that because of calendar 
adjustment, Christ was actually born a 
few years B.C. (perhaps between 7 and 


4 B.C.). 


We see that the archaeological discov- 
eries not only show the existence of such 
an enrollment, but also indicate that it 
was held every 14 years, and that one 
such census would have been made at 
the time when Christ was born. 


Cyrenius Makes Trouble 


The second objection to the accuracy 
of this passage is that Luke would make 
Cyrenius (Quirinius) governor of Syria 
about the years 9-6 B.C., whereas the 
Jewish historian Josephus shows that 
Cyrenius was governor in 6 A.D. How- 
ever the accuracy of Luke is again sup- 
ported by the archaeological discoveries. 

The first indication came over one 
hundred years ago in the discovery of 
an inscription at Rome (1828) which 
Mommsen pointed out as indicating that 
Cyrenius was governor of Syria twice. 
Shortly before the first World War, 
Ramsay found a monument in Asia 
Minor which also gives indication that 
Cyrenius was governor twice. Ramsay 
believes that Cyrenius was first govern- 
or of Syria about 11-7 B.C. Thus Jo- 
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sephus’ reference to Cyrenius’ govern- 
orship in 6 A.D. would refer to the sec- 
ond time he was governor, and Luke’s 
reference would be to his first term of 
office. Luke’s reliability is again attested. 
(For a full discussion of the matter of 
Cyrenius’ governorship, see Ramsay, 
op. cit., pp. 227-248.) 


Luke Vindicated 


What about the third objection, that 
everyone would not have gone to his 
ancestral home at the time of the enroll- 
ment (Luke 2:3) ? Deissmann says that 
“much ques- 
tioned on the strength of mere book- 
learning’ (Adolph Deissmann, Light 
from the Ancient East, p. 270). 


this statement has been 


It would seem foolish to us today if 
everyone had to return to his ancestral 
home whenever a census or taxing time 
approached; under such circumstances 
one would spend most of his time in 
travel. We can see why critics set this 
aside as an error in Luke. 

However, the answer to this objection 
came from the Egyptian archaeological 
sources, which show that such a return 
to the ancestral home was not a mere 
figment of Luke’s imagination. An edict 
of the governor of Egpyt made about 
104 A.D. reads, “The enrollment by 
household being at hand, it is necessary 
to notify all who for any cause soever 
are outside their nomes to return to their 
domestic hearths, that they may also ac- 
complish the customary dispensation of 
enrollment . (ibid., p. 271). Since 
Palestine and Egypt were both under the 
control of the Roman Empire, the same 
situation would apply to Palestine. 


This decree shows that Luke knew 
the facts when he showed that Caesar’s 
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decree provided for a return to one’s 
ancestral home at the time of the en- 
rollment. It was for this reason that Jo- 
seph and Mary went from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem shortly before the birth of 
Christ. 

Thus we see that Luke’s indications 
concerning the census, the governorship 
of Cyrenius, and the return to the an- 
cestral home are supported by the find- 
ings in the archaeological excavations. 
Scores of other discoveries confirm the 
Bible at other points, and furnish us with 
an argument which is cumulative. They 
give us a definite answer to the state- 
ment, “But there are mistakes in the 
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Add Faith 
to Archaeology 


by Carleton TJ. Hodge, Ph. D. 
— Bible student is aware of the 


great service archaeology has done 
toward the understanding of the Word 
of God. In this “tage of reason” archae- 
ology has been welcomed by the Church 
as an ally in the war against unbelief 
Recently great discoveries have been 
made confirming Biblical statements long 
denied by scholars. (See the article 
above.—Eds. ) 
We could list many discoveries bear- 
ing upon the Bible, both Old and New 
Testaments, but has it ever occurred to 





Dr. Carleton Hodge—Area Language Divi- 
sion, University of Indiana—took his Ph.D. 
work at the University of Pennsylvania, 
spending much of his time in Egyptology. He 
is a real Christian and knows his stuff in 
archaeology. 


you that all that archaeology testifies to 
is history? This may be the political, so- 
cial, economic or religious history of 
Israel and Christianity, but in all cases 
it is only a description of events and 
things. 

Archaeology shows that Abraham 
could very well have passed from Meso- 
potamia in the twentieth or nineteenth 
century B.C., that the story in Genesis 
14 fits only that time archaeologically, 
etc., but it can never prove that Abra- 
ham left his home to go to Palestine at 
a call from God. “By faith Abraham, 
when he was called to go out into a place 
which he should after receive for an in- 
heritance, obeyed; and he went out, not 
knowing whither he went” (Heb. 11:8). 

“By faith” Abraham went out, and 
it is only by faith that we can know 
that he went out by faith. Given all the 
evidence of archaeology and every other 
science known to man, we could never 
come to the conclusion of Paul: “This 
is a faithful saying and worthy of ail 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners” (I Tim. 1:15). 


Archaeology may throw light on spir- 
itual truths by illuminating their back- 
ground, but it can never prove or dis- 
prove them. This fact is recognized by 
none better than the scholars themselves. 
One of the greatest of these scholars 
states near the end of an important 
work: “The historian . . . must stop at 
the threshold, unable to enter the shrine 
of the Christian mysteria without remov- 
ing his shoes, conscious that there are 
realms where history and nature are 
inadequate and where God reigns over 
them in eternal majesty” (W. F. Al- 
bright, From the Stone Age to Christian- 
ity, p. 308). 
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What Some 
Christian Girls 
Are Like 





This article is a bit rough. The girl de- 
scribed is an advanced case of the malady 
showing up to a greater or lesser degree 
among many Christians. She is living un- 
der self-imposed restrictions instead of 
growing in love for Christ. She studies her 
Bible in order to condemn the heathen, 
not to grow in grace. The effect on her 
testimony to the campus has been tragic. 


fee first glimpse I got of her was in 
the dormitory, standing in the door- 
way of Room 312. Her penetrating eye 
was disapprovingly scanning her new 
roommate, a meek unassuming individu- 
al, who had just arrived. In a loud, rough, 
commanding voice she said, “Well, come 
on in.” The door closed, and barred 
from our view the scene of this new 
acquaintance, but that door could not 
shut out one-half her conversation. 

In her early life, this girl had made 
up her mind that she was going to have 
a good time. She was a good sport in 
the crowd. She was a good athlete and 
thoroughly enjoyed sports. She had the 
reputation of having ridden some real 
Texas broncho and enjoyed it. She made 
no bones of the times she had been in- 
toxicated and of the fact that she had 
enjoyed smoking cigarettes. She was a 
high school graduate and had further 
trained as a beautician, and had found 
employment in an insane hospital in San 
Antonio. 

Some pictures of this girl taken at 
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the time, gave evidence that she had 
been a most attractive young woman, 
tull of life, neatly dressed, with neatly 
groomed hair. There could be no doubt 
in one’s mind of her popularity with 
the opposite sex in her worldly days. 

Something happened! Jesus Christ 
found and redeemed this life. But just as 
in other lives, the Lord can not be 
blamed for everything that happens. 
Along with this great transformation 
from death into life, something came 
that took from her the joyous radiance 
that had always characterized her in 
every crowd, and put in its place a 
serious sour look. This something took 
the smartness from her dress and hair- 
dress and put in its place drab unbe- 
coming clothes and made her into an 
untidy mess. That rare sense of humor 
that I’m told she had had was buried too. 
It must not rise up to cause her anxiety 
of soul. . 

So the story of this unusual girl was 
soon known about the dormitory. As the 
weeks became months and almost a year, 
we were all soon aware that there had 
not been a complete burial of the “old 
man” even in this 20th century madon- 
na. Suddenly there would emit from the 
four walls of 321 the sounds of a lashing 
tongue giving vent to a violent temper. 
All who heard would wait in fear and 
trembling, wondering what the meek 
little roommate would do this time. The 
sanctity of many a study hour was tres- 
passed upon, for our friend would never 
go to another room to make her request, 


she just opened her door and her mouth 
and we all knew what she wanted. 

She was a good student, but some 
things she just never learned. One was 
that a door could be closed quietly. I 
say she was a good student, for in the 
class room she was excellent: she had 
come to school for business, and she al- 
lowed herself no procrastination. In the 
dining room she was a shock to all who 
had any degree of culture. Her plate 
was always well rounded, and before 
anyone else could begin, she was fin- 
ished. She wasted no time at the table. 

A lighter vain of life, such as social 
hours or times of fellowship, was not 


for her. Such heresy was not permitted 
in her life. 

Strange as she was, she had an influ- 
ence. She influenced her roommate to 
get another room, and the girls on the 
floor to conduct themselves in a straight- 
laced manner. A by-phrase of the dorm- 
itory was, “Jonathan Edwards had noth- 
ing on this gal.” 

She had one ambition. She was going 
to learn what the Bible had to say, and 
then she was going back home and tell 
those Southern heathen what to do. She 
finished and went back to the Southwest 
but none of us has ever heard from her 
since; yet we have not forgotten her. 
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Laura Rosso, who gives these interesting ideas for ‘‘putting across’’ HIS 
to fellow-students, is HIS secretary for the University of Minnesota Christian 
Union. Here are the suggestions that have been successfully used by her group: 


1. Compose a ditty describing HIS. Put it to some familiar tune and have 


a trio sing it a cappella. 


>. 


. Have a tract and HIS table outside the door of your meeting room. Put 


up a poster for HIS on the wall by the table and ask ALL likely pros- 


pects as they enter the room. 


. Get popular, peppy members to put on an informational skit, but add 


HUMOR, or else make it a powerful appeal without humor. 

Tell the members WHY they should subscribe. Read parts of articles. 
Make them realize that the magazine JS good. This can be done at the 
beginning of the meeting. 


KEEP ASKING THEM, TIME AND AGAIN. 


Jt might be added that if the magazine is really worth while to you, prayer 
for enlarged circulation is not out of order. 


B. 


Two Term-End Suggestions 


Don't forget to send in your change of address if you go home for the 
summer. 


Why not give your pal a gift subscription (8 months for $1)? 
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ake This Summer Count 


Take a Bible Course by Mail 


R. E. Harlow, Secretary, Emmaus Bible School, Toronto 


X ow can I learn more about the 

Bible when my college course 
takes up so much of my time?” This is 
the problem which confronts every 
Christian student. 

It is necessary for one who witnesses 
for Christ on a college campus to main- 
tain high grades in his academic work. 
It is also necessary to study the Bible in- 
tensively—not merely to read it devo- 
tionally. If it is God’s message to men of 
today, the Christian student must know 


its contents. 
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But herein lies a dilemma: bow to find 
lime 

One answer to this problem lies in 
taking a Bible correspondence course this 
summer, such as are offered by several 
reputable Bible schools and _ colleges. 
Such a course is offered by the Emmaus 
Bible School, of Toronto, Canada. A 
short unit of 12 lessons can be completed 
during the summer holidays. The units 
vary in difficulty, ranging from the ele- 
mentary unit, called “Primary Truths,” 
for young believers, to an_ intensive 


verse-by-verse study of the Epistle to the 
Romans. 

The complete list of Bible subjects of - 
fered includes : 

Old Testament History, 12 lessons 

Old Testament Prophecy, 12 les- 

sons 

New Testament, 24 lessons 

Messianic Psalms, 12 lessons 

Primary Truths, 12 lessons 

Romans, 24 lessons 

Topical Studies I (the doctrines of 

inspiration, God, Christ, and 
the Holy Spirit), 12 lessons 

Topical Studies II (the doctrines of 

angels, man, redemption, the 
church, and the last things), 
12 lessons 

In addition to these Bible studies there 
are courses in Sunday school methods, 
missions, and New Testament Greek. 

Emmaus Bible School was started as 
an evening school in 1941. The corre- 
spondence department was launched in 
September of the next year. Already 
nearly 1,000 students from many parts 
of the world have enrolled, many of 
them college students or graduates. Oth- 
ers are servicemen and school teachers, 
living in isolated places. Students 
throughout the United States and Can- 
ada and in the West Indies, South Amer- 
ica and the Hawaiian Islands are taking 
these courses. The student body also in- 
cludes many servicemen overseas and 
two students who are prisoners of war 
in Germany. 

Modern pedagogical methods are 
combined with sound: exposition of 
Scripture. The teaching of the school is 
based on the doctrine of the inspiration 
of Scripture, and follows the historic 


evangelical interpretation. The school is 
nonsectarian, accepting students of all 
denominations. 


The student is sent one lesson at a 
time, with a test based upon the lesson 
and the prescribed textbook. This test is 
of the objective type and requires very 
little writing to answer. At the same 
time, some of the questions are suffi- 
ciently difficult to prove a stimulation to 
advanced students. When this test has 
been completed, it is mailed to the school 
and the student begins to study the next 
lesson. The test is scored and returned 
to the student with the next test and the 
following lesson. 


In this way the student gradually 
builds up his knowledge of the subject. 
There is no final examination, but credit 
is given towards the certificate of the 
school, based on the average score for 
all tests. 

A unique feature of the Emmaus pro- 
gram is the annual registration fee of 
$2.00, which enables a student to take 
as many courses as he wishes within the 
year without extra charge, except for 
textbooks. This means that he could 
complete a course during the summer 
and then, if he wished, could enroll in 
another course without charge. This is 
possible because the school is supported 
by the free-will offerings of students and 
interested friends. 

Does this method really work? Un- 
solicited testimonies from students all 
over the country prove that systematic 
Bible study of this nature really is effec- 
tive. Many have had a new vision of God 
and His Book by studying the Bible in 
the same systematic way they do their 
ordinary college subjects. 








It is possible to enroll at any time, and 
the student is allowed to proceed at his 
own pace, depending on how much time 
he can spend on his course. For further 
information write to R. E. Harlow,M.A., 
secretary, Emmaus Bible School, 57 
Bloor Street, West, Toronto 5, Ontario, 
Canada. 





Why Not Go to 


Summer School ? 
Organize a Fellowship 





by Lois Rowe 


Q\UMMER SCHOOL can be fun and very 
kK’ worth while from the point of view 
of starting a Christian group on the 
campus. 


I am a teacher with a limited certifi- 
cate, and when last year I knew that | 
would have to go back to college in the 
summer, I had anything but pleasant ex- 
pectations. For one thing, I had not been 
home since Easter, and to go to summer 
school would mean that I could not get 
home again until Christmas—a long time 
when one is homesick. 

However, I took a deep breath and 
made the necessary arrangements. I took 
a deeper breath and made plans to room 
with a girl I had met only once before. 
Then I set out for summer school, armed 
with the Bible verse “Serve Him with 
gladness” and a list of former Fellowship 
Club people—Christians who might pos- 
sibly be on campus during the summer. 


The next day after J arrived was Sun- 
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day, and I set out gingerly for church. 
I sat in the back row, and in a few min- 
utes someone came in and sat beside me. 
We shared the hymn book and, after 
the very uplifting service was over, in- 
troduced ourselves. “Why, you're oh my 
list!” 1 exclaimed, thrilled to find an- 
other Christian student so easily. She 
laughed afterwards and said that she 
thought from my expression that my list 
must be black indeed! We spent the 
whole afternoon together and had a 
really wonderful time of fellowship until 
my roommate arrived. 


My rommate was a real help and 
inspiration all summer! Her brusque 
“Where is your faith?” snapped me out 
of many a despondent moment. J learned 
from ber how greatly ‘putting first 
things first’ does pay; for, without once 
studying on Sunday or when there was 
work to be done for the club, J found 
time—as she said 71 would—to get high 
marks in all classes. 


Next day when we lined up to enroll 
for classes (the lines were seemingly 
endless!), I met two more of the Chris- 
tian students on my list. Now there were 
five of us, and it was a real thrill to strike 
up a conversation with the stranger 
ahead of me in line and find that she, 
too, was very interested in Inter-Varsity. 
Later we took many long hikes together 
through the fields near the campus and 
had great times of fellowship in God's 
out-of-doors. 


There was one other person on my 
list. As I sat at my desk that first eve- 
ning, wondering what would be the best 
way to get in touch with someone about 
whom I knew nothing at all except her 
name, a student in the waitress uniform 


of the dormitory walked into the room, 
sat down and introduced herself. She 


tendance. Christians were drawn nearer 
to the Lord, and those who did not know 








. had heard I was a Christian—and she Christ heard the gospel at that and other 
m was the last person on my list! meetings through the untiring work of 
. At the first club meeting there were our Bible teacher, who spared neither 
y only five people present. | was discour- herself nor her time in giving us the 
F aged. However, we posted the meetings, Word of God. 
1e ° . 
ce got in touch with new people and, more We cegnaited a dip. andi found 
important than either, prayed. When the ee : 
st : : ; : ; every day a fresh supply of joy and 
second meeting-night arrived, rain was P 4 ; 
e : i illite strength in our prayer-answering God. 
coming down in sheets, and we gave up . ; c : 
a aii ial seats aa Ree lig Every day I found it easier to be glad 
: pe anyone coming. gine our >) 
il thrill when the room was full—more stu- Him. 
dents than we had dared to expect had He made His service so glad a thing 
id arrived. “Serve Him with gladness?” _ that | came to know the meaning of my 
le Why, He provided all the gladness! text in a new way—that it is gloriously 
It One unforgettable meeting of the possible to “serve Him with gladness,” 
d summer there were 40 students in at- even at summer school. 
st 
ec 
1s | Wycliffe Bible Translators (see May HIS) will conduct a Canadian Summer 
id School of Linguistics this summer at Briarcrest, Saskatchewan, from July 3 to 
1h September 29. Write to that address for more information. 
tI 
y Daniel Goes to College 
by A. Rendle Short, M.D.,° Professor of Surgery, University of Bristol 
a Author, Modern Discovery and the Bible 
t NE would think that the circumstances of the university graduate are so 
e, ei specialized and so modern that there would be nothing at all correspond- 
y. ing to them in the Bible. 
or Yet we read that Daniel was carefully selected from among the captives 
d of Israel as likely to benefit from a “university” training; he was well favored, 
re skillful in all wisdom, understanding science, having ability to stand in a king’s 
i palace, and apt to learn a foreign language, the tongue of the Chaldeans. He 
was probably in his late “teens’—he and his fellow-students are described as 
“children,” which in Old Testament phraseology includes the late teens. 
* Daniel and his fellow-students were taken into a sort of dormitory. The 
course was to last three years, and it was to close with a viva voce and pos- 
st sibly also a written examination. The examiner was no less formidable a person 
ut than Nebuchadnezzar; any list of the 10 most distinguished men in all the 
or world’s past history could scarcely leave out Nebuchadnezzar. 
n If the examiner were well satisfied, the successful candidate was likely to 


be appointed to an important position in the circle of the king’s advisers. 
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Today’s undergraduate is allowed to read the thoughts of his Biblical 
prototype. 

He began well by choosing his friends well. It is of first-class importance 
that as soon as a student joins a university he should join himself with those 
who are going to be spiritually, morally and socially helpful. (Hence the value 
of a good Freshman Social.) There were others Daniel might have chosen; the 
account says “among these were.” 

The difficulties to be expected began early. He and his friends were prompt- 
ly given heathen names and their food was heathen food. It might have been 
offered in sacrifice to an idol, and it was not killed according to Jewish require- 
ments. Perhaps the wine was a good deal more intoxicating than the simple 
country drink of Palestine. 

Obviously, a question of principle arose. Were Daniel and his friends to 
conceal their religion and, being in Chaldea, do as the Chaldeans did, or were 
they to run all risks and maintain their faith and its precepts? This might easily 
involve being “sent down” from the “university,” if not worse. 

They decided to stand. 

This course bristled with further difficulties. It was going to be intensely 
unpopular, both with their Jewish fellow-students and with the authorities. It 
would involve their becoming vegetarians, as no Jewish meat could be obtained. 
And the house-father of the dormitory, to use the modern equivalent, pointed 
out that if they starved themselves, he might be accused of starving them and 
might lose not only his job but his head as well. It sometimes happens that the 
Christian cannot make his stand for conscience’s sake without making things 
difficult thereby for those who do not share his convictions. 

Notice how Daniel handles the problem. He does not say, “Well, under 
these circumstances | shall have to yield the point and eat the king’s meat. One 
evidently can’t keep one’s faith here.” 

He proposes a perfectly reasonable test. Let the unpopular diet be tried 
to see how it will work. This was a venture of faith. 

The test succeeded. The four students thrived visibly on their diet of faith. 
They were brought into “favour and tender love” with the warden, who appre- 
ciated their consideration for him. The examination result at the end of the 
three years’ course was entirely satisfactory. 


And the stand taken in undergraduate life made them men of God. 


Jwo Points of View 


The life of man is a long march through the night, surrounded by invisible 
foes, tortured by weariness and pain, towards a goal that few can hope to reach, 
and where none may tarry long... . 

Bertrand Russell 


O Lord, support us all the day long of this troublous life until the shadows 
lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever 
of life is over, and our work is done. Then in Thy mercy grant us a safe lodging 
and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen. 

John Henry Newman 


British Students Lay Post-War Plans 


by David Adeney 


2 HUNDRED students from all 
parts of the British Isles gathered in 
Oxford from March 28 to April 3 to 
attend the 25th conference of the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship. Although 
the ban on travel prevented the official 
Eire representatives from being present, 
there was at least one student from 
North Ireland. In spite of war conditions 
the conference was one of the largest 
that has been held; and if more accom- 
modations had been available there 
would have been still greater numbers. 
Several had to be turned away. 

The 300 students that filled the hall 
at Regents Park College provided a most 
impressive witness to the fact of God's 
blessing on the Fellowship since the first 
small conference was held a quarter of 
a century ago. Norman Grubb, who had 
been present at the 1919 conference, 
drew attention to the way in which the 
first aim of the Fellowship—the estab- 
lishment of an evangelical testimony in 
every university of the British Isles—had 
been fulfilled. 

He then called the I. V. F. to a fuller 
consecration as he spoke of the call to 
advance and the opportunities that lie 
ahead during the postwar period. 

God gave us a new vision and a new 
sense of responsibility as we realized 
that during the next 25 years our objec- 
live must be to enter every university of 
the world. Even at this war-time confer- 
ence at Oxford the “super-national” 
character of the Fellowship was empha- 
sized by the presence in our midst of 
students from America, China, Austra- 


lia, Holland, Africa and the West Indies. 

The importance of the conference 
could not, however, be gauged merely 
by the large and representative numbers 
of students present, but rather in the 
manifestation of true spiritual blessing. 
Throughout the days at Oxford we were 
very conscious that the Spirit of God 
was at work in many lives. Through the 
Bible readings on “The Church of the 
Living God” and the devotional mes- 
sages based on Paul’s second letter to 
Timothy, many entered into a fuller 
realization of the privilege and responsi- 
bility of membership in the church which 
is the body of Christ. 


During the conference there were 
three main discussions, on the subjects 
“Is Man Essentially Evil?’ “Must I Join 
a Local Church?” and “Science: A Re- 
liable Guide?” 

The discussions were usually opened 
by a “Devil’s advocate,” assisted by one 
or two “junior demons,” who seemed to 
be specially fitted for their task of lead- 
ing astray the “very elect.” Their spe- 
cious arguments were, however, dis- 
cussed and torn to pieces by members 
of the conference, ably assisted by 
“angels” (I. V. F. leaders and speakers) , 
who on occasion would speak from ele- 
vated positions in the gallery! 

It was most encouraging to discover 
the really strong missionary interest, 
though, owing to war conditions, stu- 
dents are naturally hesitant in making 
final decisions regarding their future 
plans. A good number attended the Sun- 
day afternoon meeting which was ar- 
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ranged, in addition to the two main mis- 
sionary sessions, especially for those pre- 
paring to serve God on the overseas mis- 
sion field. Throughout the conference it 
was emphasized that the members of the 
“church of the living God” have the 
amazing privilege and also the responsi- 
bility of sharing in the completion of 
Christ’s work in the world, and therefore 
the I. V. F. must go forward in the spirit 
of the watchword, ‘‘Evangelize to a 
Finish.” 

At the final prayer meeting on Sun- 
day morning, as we listened to a report 
of evangelical work in other universities 
throughout the world and prayed espe- 
cially for the Inter-Varsity in English- 
speaking countries—as well as for stu- 
dents in occupied Europe, who are suf- 
fering for their loyalty to Christ—we 
realized anew the wonder of that fellow- 
ship which unites us with all who are 
seeking to maintain a living witness to 
the truth that is in Christ Jesus. 


owner 


A Yank at Oxford 


Pfc. David E. Falconer 


[" was a definite answer to prayer that 
my furlough was arranged and ac- 
cepted for the Inter-Varsity Fellowship 
at Oxford, March 28th-April 3rd. | ar- 
rived for the evening meeting of the 29th 
and found myself in an atmosphere that 
could only be found among Christians. 

Needless to say, living in Wadham 
College was very different from student 
life in America. The morning prayer 
sessions were a real time of blessing. 
Each morning the needs of different 
British universities were presented. Sun- 
day, the student witness in other coun- 
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tries was remembered. Many were the 
prayers for you in the U. S. and Canada. 

The conference theme, “The Church 
of the Living God,” was the subject of a 
series of instructive addresses by Rev. 
A. M. Stibbs. The exposition of II Tim- 
othy by Rev. Evans Hopkins was a 
source of real blessing and help. The 
impressive communion service was a 
most fitting climax to a few days that 
to me proved to be a “stream in the 
desert.” 

From a statistical point of view, it is 
interesting to note that in the fourth year 
of the last war, ten students at Cam- 
bridge constituted the organized witness 
in Britain. The first I. V. F. conference 
was in 1919 with four universities rep- 
resented by fifty delegates. At this con- 
ference, twenty-nine years later, over 
three hundred were in attendance, sev- 
eral having been turned away for lack 
of accomodations. In this fifth year of 
the present war, virtually every British 
university has an active witness and the 
Fellowship has expanded overseas. 

One keynote of the conference was 
post-war expansion to the unreached 
universities of the world. A collection 
for student rehabilitation work was re- 
ceived at the closing meeting. 

The fellowship was exceptional and 
greatly appreciated by this “foreigner.” 
In true English custom several of the 
fellows gathered for tea after the eve- 
ning beeting, as well as at other times. 
It was a joy to see David Adeney again, 
as well as the General Secretary, Dr. 
Douglas Johnson. The local Union gra- 
ciously arranged tours of the city and 
university. This conference was the most 
blessed experience I have had in Eng- 


land. 
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“My Responsibility to My Campus,” led by 
Paul Lindell, Rev. G. W. Busse and Paul 
Beckwith, respectively. A cable from the con- 
ference was sent to Stacey Woods, expressing 
the prayer-backing of the students there. 


SAN FRANCISCO STATE TEACHER’S 
COLLEGE held an I. V. C. F. rally recently 
for four or five colleges in that area. An after- 
noon meeting, addressed by Miss Webster- 
Smith, was followed by a pot-luck supper and 
an evening of testimony and discussion, clos- 
ing with devotions. We hope this will be the 
beginning of regular regional conferences for 
this area. 


At the time of writing, very littie word has 
been received from General Secretary STA- 
CEY WOODS, who is making a survey of 
Latin-American universities for the purpose 
of determining the possibility of opening up 
Inter-Varsity work there in September. From 
Mexico City he reports several valuable con- 
tacts and some rough flying weather on the 
way down, but a full account of this trip will 
be carried in the July issue of HIS. Continue 
to pray that the Lord may guide in the con- 
clusions which are made from this trip, and 
that He will continue to provide the necessary 
funds for the opening of such a work, if that 
be His will. Many students have responded 
enthusiastically to this challenge by sending 
in contributions, but a number of chapters 
have not yet been heard from. 


A recent letter from England from DAVID 
ADENEY, former I. V. C. F. staff member: 

“Since the New Year I have visited several 
evangelical unions in different parts of the 
country. At Bristol I was with Rev. A. T. 
Houghton for a series of special missionary 
meetings arranged by the B. I. F. C. U. The 
university in that badly blitzed town has a 
very keen Christian union. Quite a number 
of the members are medical students, and a 
few of them are definitely considering the 
claims of the mission field. One of their grad- 
uates has recently been accepted for service 
in China and will be sailing when the way 
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opens. We also had some extremely interest- 
ing discussion meetings in Wills Hall, the 
men’s dormitory, where very real interest is 
being shown by some non-Christian students. 
One or two have recently been converted 
there. 

“My next visit was to Bangor, in North 
Wales, for a ‘Why Believe?’ campaign. Meet- 
ings started with an address to a group of art 
students from University College, London, 
who are now living at Llanfairfechan, a short 
distance from Bangor. About 40 of the 70 
students were present. On Sunday evenings 
they have a gramophone concert followed by 
a meeting, which is usually political. On this 
occasion I spoke of the spiritua! needs of 
modern China, and this was followed by a 
long and interesting discussion. Two of the 
students—one of them professing to be an 
agnostic—came to me for talks later on. Dis- 
cussions or a short address each day at noon, 
as well as main meetings in the evening, filled 
the program for the next four days. Two of 
the meetings were taken in Welsh by the 
I. V. F. representative for Wales. On Wednes- 
day the vice-president of the college took the 
chair for a meeting at which I gave an evan- 
gelistic lantern talk on China. 

“Ten days after I returned from Bangor, | 
spent a week-end in Sheffield, where a series 
of special missionary meetings had been ar- 
ranged at the university. Since then I have 
visited University College, at Southampton, 
and also some branches of the L. I. F. C. U. 
in the London area... . 

“A good deal of news has come in from 
China concerning the work among students. 
Everywhere there seem to be grand oppor- 
tunities. Bishop Houghton writes: ‘In view of 
present conditions, God’s supply of our finan- 
cial needs was never more miraculous than 
now; but even more miraculous, if one may 
say so, is the widespread opportunity which 
God is giving to this generation of mission- 
aries. It was never so seen in China.’ The 
news of the open door among the students 
makes me anxious to get back into the work 
in China. At present, however, it is quite im- 
possible to plan far ahead.” 





a hee 


a Servicemen’s Bible Study at the UNI- 
VERSITY OF MINNESOTA has doubled its 
attendance in spite of the fact that several of 
its number have been transferred. Attractive 
announcement cards have been printed giv- 
ing the place and date of meeting and the 
itme as “1815,” which, to the fellow who 
knows, means 6:15 p. m. 





WESTERN ONTARIO—A series of pre-Eas- 
ter meetings on this campus was held, with 
good results. Attendance averaged about 70 
at each of three meetings. Speakers were Dr 
Inman, of the economics department; Dr. 
Quinn, a former medical missionary to India, 


and Rev. Trumper, of St. Matthew's Anglican 
Church 


STUDENT AGATHEANS, of San Francisco 
State College, recently sent a letter through 
the mail to every member of the student body 
to explain the purposes of their organization. 
A copy of “14 Prominent Collegians Look at 
Life” and a reply card were enclosed. They 
report a good response shown by an in- 
creased attendance. 


McGILL UNIVERSITY — The closing mis- 
sionary summarized the 
study of missions. Following up God’s “call” 
to the foreign field by definite preparation, 
being led to a particular mission, “‘non-pro- 
fessional” missionaries, and other practical 
problems were discussed. 


discussion year’s 


NURSES AND TEACHERS — A group of 
nurses at the University of Tennessee have 
begun to meet for Bible study and have initi- 
ated a d.p.m. at 6:15 a. m., proving that 
“where there is a will, there isa way.” @ The 
Teachers’ Christian Fellowship of Hamilton, 
Ont., have sponsored a “guest night,” in- 
viting all the high school groups, alumni, 
nurses, and normal and university students. 









































by C. Stacey Woods 


This 
games, a speaker and other items of interest. 
@ Nurses at Harborview, Wash., were asked 
by the supervisor to take charge of an Easter 


was well planned, with progressive 


sunrise service at the hospital. @ Nurses at 
Victoria, B. C. ,have changed the plan of their 
weekly meetings to an evening of Bible study, 
using the Gospel of Mark as a means of 
strengthening their own witness. 


I. V. C. F. CONFERENCES — Lutherland, 
Wash., conference opened Friday, April 14, 
and closed on Sunday. Sixty-five were present, 
with Charles Peterson, Davis Weyerhaeuser, 
Bob Suttie, Catherine Alexander and Alice 
Reid as leaders. A time of real blessing and 
@ Jowa held its first 
Inter-Varsity conference on the Iowa State 
College campus, at Ames, April 15-16. Seven 
schools were represented, with 80 attending 
the Sunday morning meeting. Raymond Joyce, 
I. V. C. F. missionary secretary, showed his 
pictures of Central Asia to almost 100 stu- 
dents Saturday night. Mel Seguine was the 
speaker for the conference. Real inspiration 
and blessing resulted both to college students 
and to high school seniors who attended from 
four Des Moines high schools. @ Mr. Crapu- 
chettes, from the China Inland Mission, was 
the main speaker at the Eugene, Ore., confer- 
ence. Seventy-five students from six campuses 
were present. After the evening meeting the 
group sat around the fireside and sang and 
gave testimonies. @ Perfect weather, good- 
fellowship and rich spiritual blessing charac- 
terized the Minnesota I. V. C. F. conference 
May 6-7. Registration showed almost 100 stu- 
dents from 10 campuses present. Phyllis Love- 
less and Mary Anne Klein, from the Chicago 
office, were present. The theme of the con- 
ference was “Faith in Action.” Discussion 
subjects were “How Can I Know God's Will 
for My Life?”, “Effective Witnessing” and 


challenge was reported. 
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